CHAPTER XII
THE  PYGMIES  OF  THE  FOREST
PEOPLE were so anxious to get to the Indies that, for a long time, they did not trouble to find out anything about the land they had to sail round and past, and yet in Africa there were and are to be found a number of very interesting people. Some of them have been known for a long time, while of others we have learned only in recent years, and there are most likely others of whom we yet know nothing at all. In this chapter we have to learn about the pygmies who live in the forest.
This forest is just like the big forest in South America which was described in Chapter VI. In this part of the world, as in South America, there is great heat and great moisture, and here too we find majestic trees rising 200 feet up into the air and so interlacing their leaves and branches that the rays of the sun are shut out, while the whole is linked together with creepers from two inches to a foot in diameter. The ground is strewn with dead leaves, branches, and rotting trunks.
The continual rain makes the ground sloppy,
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